Is it worth adding an inferior vena cava filter to anticoagulation in thromboembolic disease?
Some patients who have presented a thromboembolic event persist with a high risk of recurrence despite anticoagulant treatment. It has been suggested that adding an inferior vena cava filter may reduce this risk, but the clinical effects of this measure are not clear. To answer this question we searched in Epistemonikos database, which is maintained by screening multiple information sources. We identified three systematic reviews including four randomized trials answering this question. We extracted data, conducted a meta-analysis and generated a summary of findings table using the GRADE approach. We concluded there might be little or no difference on the occurrence of deep venous thrombosis by adding an inferior vena cava filter in anticoagulated patients, and it is not clear whether there are differences in the occurrence of pulmonary embolism or mortality because the certainty of evidence is very low.